
    
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    




	
		
		  
		

		
		  
		

	





	
	
		
			
			
				
				
				  				    
					  
						
						
						  
							Toggle navigation
							
							
							
						  
						

					
						
						
						    
    
            
  Main navigation

  

        
              	
        Home
              
	
        Discussion Forum
              
	
        Farm
              
	
        Kids
              
	
        Metal Shop
              
	
        Shop Projects
              
	
        Weird!
              
	
        MORE PLANS
                                	
        WORKSHOP
              
	
        Radios
              
	
        Power Boats
              
	
        Sail Boats
              
	
        Telescopes
              
	
        Tractors
              
	
        ATV / Go Kart / Camp
              
	
        Archery
              
	
        Home Projects
              
	
        Power Tools
              
	
        Vintage Life
              


  
              


  


  

  


						

					  

					
					
				    					
					
					
						  
    
  
    
    
        
  
      Search
        

        








  
  




  


					

					
				

			

		

	
	
	
		
				
				
									
									   
					  
    
  
    
          
              
          Vintage Projects
        

                

  


  


				

				
				
								
					  
    
  
      Great Projects

    
      
      
      
      
        
    
    
    
     
      
  Metal Shop

Lathe Quick Change Tap Holder




  


     
      
  Radios

Convert Radio to Shortwave Radio




  


     
      
  Sail Boats

Kick Power Boat Plans




  


     
      
  Tractors

Garden Tractor - Add a Bulldozer Blade!




  


     
      
  Kids

Kids Backyard Backhoe Plans




  


  






        


    

  
          




    

  


  


				

		

	


	
	
	    
		
			  			
			      
		

		
		
		
			
				
								
				
				
				  
		
				  
				  				  
		
				  
		
				  		
				    
    
  
    
      
      
  Powerful Home Built DIY Recurve Bow




    

  


  
    
      
      

      
    
              




      
    
    
  

  
    	
		
	      
        
  
    Category

              Archery

          


            The knowledge gained through the experience of making your own bow makes this more than just a prideful accomplishment.


Sooner or later the enthusiastic archer gets a yern to make his own bow. His reasons may be economical or experimental, but whatever they are, his skill as a craftsman should be equal to his enthusiasm or his venture into bow-making could prove dismal and costly.


It's one thing to get a slat or stave of lemonwood and whittle out a simple bow that will perform to a fair degree of satisfaction, but the beginner who attempts to make a laminated recurve bow is tackling the most difficult project in the critical field of bow-making.


There are so many variables and pitfalls in the construction of a laminated bow that to turn out a successful job on the first try is an achievement in itself. Yet, the thrill of accomplishment and the knowledge gained through this experience make it a worthwhile venture, even if it takes two tries to succeed.


Today's modern bow is made up of laminations of wood and Fiberglass, the wood serving as a neutral core or spacer between two laminations of Fiberglas. Actually it is the Fiberglass that does the work of the bow, carrying 88 percent of the load while the wood core carries only 12 percent.


There are several woods that are suitable for bow-making, among them hickory, Osage orange, yew and lemonwood. However, maple is the most common core wood used in glass-faced and backed bows because it is a consistently hard dense wood, very straight-grained, and readily available in good clear grades. The beginner is wise to use maple rather than some of the other woods which are tricky to handle because of knots and twisty grain patterns.
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Ask questions, get answers, share stories in our discussion forum!
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        Join our newsletter! We'll periodically email you with new projects and Vintage news. We don't do spam & we don't send too many emails!
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