
AVERTING DEATH 

I Mass production of quarter-inch-steel tepees like the 
bombproof tent above i s  proposed by an American firm. 
Unable to withstand direct hits, it would stop flying debris 

Above, an  air-raid shelter being studied by U. 5. housing 
officials. Below, a windowless factory that sets a stand- 

ard for "blackout" plants with fluorescent lighting 

MERICA has h a d  p l e n t y  of A time to learn from the grim 
experience of Europe how hest to 
gird its cities against the air raid- 
er. Every bomb that spills flame 
over homes a n d  f a c t o r i e s  and 
blasts stone and steel slryscrapers 
into rubble has given both a warn- 
ing and a lesson in self-preserva- 
tion to this country. 

Yet with thousands of miles still 
intervening, insulating A m e r i c a  
from destruction by ail*, few on 
this side of the ocean have given 
serious thought to the problems of 
blackouts and bomb shelters and 
gas masks. 

Fortunately there are a handful 
of men-engineers, scientists, ar- 
chitects, u n i v e r s i t y  professors, 
government and private housing 
experts-who have heen g i v i n g  
practical thought to what would 
happen if tons of explosives begin 
raining o n  c r o w d e d  American 
communities like New York City 
where, in the Bronx, t h e r e  a r e  
33,400 persons to the square mile 
and in B r o o k l y n ,  32,800. Or in 
Boston, with 17,500; Chicago, with 
16,575; Philadelphia, with 15,000 
and San Francisco with 14,950 po- 
tential victims to the square mile. 

In and around New York City, 
which is the most expensive bomb 
target in the world today, they 
have been doing a lot of thinking 
and have turned up some interest- 
ing m e c h a n i c a l  and structural 
ideas. To cite one, E m i l  Bie, a 

648 POPULAR MECHANICS 














