This kayak folds
like a book

By JESS E. RATHBUN

You can carry a fleet of
these lightweight craft
on top of your car

IT'S NOT FAST, it's not roomy and you won't
find many practical uses for such an outlandish
craft. In fact, this center-folding kayak has only
one feature to recommend it—it's fun.

It's aso inexpensive so you can afford to make
one for every member of your family. And you
can tote a whole fleet on top of your car.

Construction is unorthodox. Instead of using
screws, nails or other common fasteners, you
"tape" the boat together with canvas and contact
cement. No metal parts are required.

Built according to the specifications included
here, the kayak will weigh only about 40 Ibs. and
will accommodate an average-sized man. How-
ever, so long as the correct proportions are main-
tained, you can shrink the dimensions to turn
out a midget version or increase them dightly to
gain alittle more leg room.

While marine plywood may be used for the
side panels, exterior grade AA (or even AB)
will do just as well here. Canvas can be any-
where between 14 and 18-o0z. weight, but should
have a tight, close weave for easy waterproofing.

Begin construction by cutting the four side
panels from a 4 x 10-ft. sheet of 1/4-in. plywood.
All these panels have the same outline, the only



This kayak weighs only 40 Ibs. and folds down the middle so that you can carry it easily.
Note the bottom rub rail which protects the canvas. You can carry a fleet on your car



