GAS RATION SPECIAL

Go to market, beach or vist friends on one of these
babies and forget your gas worries. You can cover
100 miles or better on one gallon of precious fud.

by Howard G. McEntee

ITH gasoline and oil getting scarcer all
the time, it behooves those of us who
are able, to arrange our transportation in
such a manner that a little of these com-
modities will go a long way. A small motor
scooter is one of the most economical forms
of powered transportation. Unfortunately
the supply of these vehicles is limited, with
new ones unobtainable, and used ones scarce
and prohibitively priced. The answer seems
to be "build your own."
The scooter to be described was evolved
after the writer secured a second hand engine

D0

in fair shape. This was carefully recondi-
tioned, and worn parts replaced, whereupon
it was found to be very reliable in operation.
This engine is a Lauson RSC, rated a 15
H.P., but any engine of from3/4to 2 H.P. or
S0 is satisfactory, as they are all of about the
same sze and general arrangement. The
prospective builder will probably be unable
to secure a new engine, but the second hand
field is very large. An advertisement in the
local newspaper will usually bring results.
Only general dimensions will be given as
a building guide, since the construction will
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naturally be governed largely by
what parts the builder can gather
together, as was the case here.

Construction starts, of course,
with the frame, which is made of
1-1/8"x3/16" soft angle iron. Beds
are a fine source of this material.
First the side pieces are cut to
length; then with a hacksaw,
dots are cut at points A and B
(see drawing) on the vertical
side, up to but not through the
horizontal side, or, in other words,
to the apex of the angle.

The pieces may then be bent
easly in a vise. After each side
member is bent at the two points,
and the three cross pieces are cut
to dze, together with the center
motor support piece, they are
about ready for welding. First,
however, six dots should be cut.
four for mounting the engine and
two for the rear axle. Those for
the engine must be positioned

Left: Completed scooter with lights, horn
and rear vision mirror. Some states re-
quire twin headlights and tail light for
these vehicles. Check with your Motor
Vehicle Bureau. Below: Side view
shows principal construction points.
Motor is at right angles to chassis.
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