
CAPABLE of pulling any two-horse
load with ease, at good speed and

nominal gas consumption, this homemade
tractor, made from junk automobile parts,
costs only about $50 to build. Although
a low hitch is provided on the rear-axle
housing, the high hitch, also shown, is safe
for most loads, as it was found that, with
the tractor anchored, in several tests to
determine its turn-over tendency, the for-
ward wheels lifted 15 in. but no more. To
insure a more efficient cooling and lubri-
cating system than that provided on a
Ford model-T motor, which is used in this
tractor, a water pump and an oil pump
may be added, but these details are left
entirely to the discretion of the builder.

Starting out, you will need an old Ford
passenger car. If you already have one,
well and good; if not, your local junkyard
or wrecking establishment will supply one

at low cost. Stripped of
unnecessary parts, the
car will take on some-
what the appearance of
Fig. 2. From this picture,
you can readily see that
the car purchase should
be made with an eye to a
good radiator, a fair mo-
tor and an unsprung
chassis. The front-wheel
unit, too, a l though not



shown, should be in good condit ion
as this forms a part of the finished
tractor. A l l in al l , parts f rom three
cars—a Ford passenger, a Chevrolet
passenger and a Ford t ruck—go in-
to the making of the new uni t .

W i t h the chassis str ipped, the f irst
job is to install the new shaft. This
consists of a number of pieces, in-
cluding a Chevrolet transmission to
step up the power supplied by the
Ford motor, as shown in Figs. 3 and
4. Start bui ld ing up the shaft by-
fitting a rear-half universal housing
from a Chevrolet over the Ford un i -
versal. As can be seen
in F i g . 1 , t h e h o l e s
must be enlarged a l i t -
tle w i th a rat- tai l file
in order to get a neat
f i t . T h e C h e v r o l e t
t r a n s m i s s i o n comes
next, w h i c h must be
partly disassembled, as


